St Jude’s Parish News Bulletin
St Jude’s, Langwarrin is committed to create a child safe culture across our parish.
Parish Priest: Rev Fr. Martin Adichilamackal
Parish Office: 30 Warrandyte Road, Langwarrin. Phone: (03) 9770 9921
Parish Office Hours: Mon, Tue, Thu and Fri 8.30am -1.30pm
EMAIL langwarrin@cam.org.au
Web: www.stjudeparish.com.au
Fourth Sunday Advent Yr. A

18th December 2022

MASSES THIS WEEK
Tuesday
7.00pm Mass, Benediction & Novena
Wednesday 9.30am
Thursday
9.30am
Friday
9.30am
CHRISTMAS MASSES
Saturday
Christmas Eve
7.00pm Family Mass
9.00pm
Midnight
Sunday
Christmas Day
9.30am ONLY
Please Note
NO MORNING MASSES FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK 26th- 31st Dec Monday – Saturday and
NO MASS Tuesday evening 27th Dec.
New Year’s Eve on Saturday 31st December 6.30pm there will be Adoration and prayers in
thanksgiving for 2022 follow by Vigil Mass
A BIG THANK YOU FROM FR MARTIN
Dear Parishioners
I thank you all for your prayers and generous support throughout the past years and
particularly throughout COVID.
I wish you all a Blessed, Happy and Safe Christmas and New Year, and with God blessings
we look forward to 2023.
God Bless you all
Healing Mass will be celebrated on First Tuesday of the Month at 7pm.
Please pray for all who have died recently, for all those whose anniversaries are at this time especially
Jane O’Grady, Jake O’Grady, Fr Joseph Patrick Hynan PE and all who have gone before us, into the peace
of God’s eternal Kingdom.
We also pray for all those who are sick, N a n c y B e n n e t t , B i l l W a r n e r , B e r n a d e t t e O ’ S h e a ,
L y n T u r n b u l l , Trinity McLean (child), Kathleen Kennedy, E d n a B r a d f o r d , M a r i e W i l s o n , all our
family, friends and parishioners may they feel God’s healing love

Thank you to the couple of people who have put their name down on the sheet. We require
Leaders, Readers and Special Ministers for all Masses, please contact Fr Martin if you can
help.
Nativity Play at 7.00pm Mass on Christmas Eve
There will be a rehearsal in the Church on Friday 23rd December between 10am and Noon
for children who wish to be part of the Nativity play in the 7.00pm Family Mass on Christmas
Eve
TAKE NOTE PLEASE
 Please be advised there will be NO Masses from Monday 26th December till the
Saturday evening Mass 6.30pm on Saturday 31.12.22
 The Parish Office will be closed from Monday 19th Dec until Monday 9th January as
Chris is on leave. If you need Fr Martin please call him on the office number 9770
9921 during this time.
 There will be no bulletins after this weekend they will resume in February
 On Saturday 31st December 6.30pm there will be Adoration and prayers in
thanksgiving for 2022 follow by Vigil Mass.
Collections last weekend
First Collection
$720

Second Collection $149

On Tuesday 6 and Wednesday 7 December, Archbishop Peter A Comensoli visited our retired priests at George
Maher House in Clifton Hill and at Justin Villa in North Balwyn to celebrate Mass and share a festive Christmas lunch
with them.
George Maher House and Justin Villa were both purpose-built in 1990 to provide and care for retired priests across
the Archdiocese of Melbourne and are now run by VMCH.
As ‘White Christmas’ played in the background at George Maher House, the Sister Disciples of the Divine Master
(PDDM) put the finishing touches on the Christmas table, and the priests got their stoles ready to celebrate Mass
with Archbishop Comensoil in the chapel.
In his homily, Archbishop Comensoli spoke encouragingly of what it means to persist in the life of faith:
Those who have faith—who continue to run the race—do not grow tired ... Be assured that the Lord sees you in
your physical realities and in your faith realities too. And the faith reality is the one where, praise God, we do not
tire. We continue to run strong and are able to share in the gifts that the Lord gives to us.
The next day, at Justin Villa, at the conclusion of Mass, the priests enjoyed a delicious Christmas lunch prepared by
Chef Manager Tim Mountain, including a bombe Alaska for dessert. ‘I enjoy working with the priests,’ Tim said. ‘We
get to communicate with each other and learn from each other.’
Resident Fr Len Thomas served for 57 years as a parish priest and for 20 years as a mental health chaplain. ‘I’m the
same age as the Queen,’ he pointed out.
I was very happy today to eat all the sophisticated food and have a rest. I needed a rest.
The retired priests who live at George Maher House and Justin Villa become part of a family, living out their
vocations together in the knowledge that they are ‘priests forever’. Two qualified nurses attend to their physical and
mental wellbeing, and the priests take turns to celebrate Mass every day of the week. As Sr Cecilia says of her work
with the retired priests, 'The joy is there. We know each other. I’m so happy and privileged to be in this ministry.’

Fourth Sunday Advent A

18 December 2022

First Reading
Isaiah 7:10-14
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, 'Ask the Lord
your God for a sign for yourself coming either
from the depths of Sheol or from the heights
above.' 'No,' Ahaz answered 'I will not put the
Lord to the test.'
Then Isaiah said:
'Listen now, House of David:
are you not satisfied with trying the
patience of men
without trying the patience of my God,
too?
The Lord himself, therefore,
will give you a sign.
It is this: the maiden is with child
and will soon give birth to a son
whom she will call Emmanuel,
a name which means "God-is-with-us".'
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm
R. Let the Lord enter;
he is king of glory.

Ps 23:1-6

The Lord's is the earth and its fullness,
the world and all its peoples.
It is he who set it on the seas;
on the waters he made it firm. R.
Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?
The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things. R.
He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,
seek the face of the God of Jacob. R.
Second Reading
Romans 1:1-7
From the letter of St Paul to the Romans
From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been
called to be an apostle, and specially chosen to
preach the Good News that God promised long
ago through his prophets in the scriptures.
This news is about the Son of God, who,
according to the human nature he took, was a
descendant of David: it is about Jesus Christ our
Lord who, in the order of the spirit, the spirit of

holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son of
God in all his power through his resurrection
from the dead. Through him we received grace
and our apostolic mission to preach the
obedience of faith to all pagan nations in honour
of his name. You are one of these nations, and by
his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you all, then,
who are God's beloved in Rome, called to be
saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ send grace and peace.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia!
A virgin will give birth to a son;
his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia!
Gospel
Matthew 1:18-24
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but
before they came to live together she was found
to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her
husband Joseph, being a man of honour and
wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce
her informally. He had made up his mind to do
this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, and said 'Joseph son of David, do not
be afraid to take Mary home as your wife,
because she has conceived what is in her by the
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you
must name him Jesus, because he is the one who
is to save his people from their sins.' Now all this
took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord
through the prophet:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a
son and they will call him Emmanuel,
a name which means 'God-is-with-us'. When
Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the
Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his
home.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

In his Christmas message for 2022, Archbishop Peter A Comensoli reflects on the
the God who came to dwell with us and for us, touching the earth with the bare soles of
his feet. He invites us to ‘stand barefoot with Jesus’, encouraging us this Christmas
and in the year ahead to ‘come before him barefoot in our frailties yet alive in the
wonder of our humanity—made in his image—ready and willing to live as the people of
God he has created us to be—fraternally, lovingly, caringly; generous, forgiving and
hopeful.’
Transcript:
Friends, I recently heard an Advent prayer that has a striking line in it, describing
Jesus’ birth. It said:
[Jesus], when the soles of your feet touch the ground, you become one of us, to be at
one with us.
The image of God’s bare feet touching the earth is such an evocative one.
Especially at this time of year, we know only too well what it feels like to do the ‘great
Aussie dance’ across a hot beach or prickly lawn!
But of course, this image is far more than a physical reminder.
For Christmas is the divinity of God born into our humanity.
Through the Incarnation, God comes to us, withholding nothing of himself from us.
Barefooted—taking on our flesh, our human condition—in order to touch, and to be
touched, in the particularities of our lives: this is Emmanuel—God with us.
Christmas is God placing an exclamation mark on his words, ‘I am with you!’
Our God, whose name is Jesus, has walked with us through the tough years of the
pandemic and is touching the ground now where healing and renewal is needed.
The Son of God is walking through the streets of Ukraine and Myanmar, Ethiopia and
Lebanon, with feet bloodied from war, conflict and repression, yet still taking the steps
needed towards peace and liberation.
He has seen and felt both the joy of our existence and the suffering of those who are
lost or vulnerable. He has awakened us to an attentiveness for our global humanity,
and a care for our common home.
So I wonder if, this Christmas and for the year ahead, it is time to remove the ‘shoes’
that keep us from standing barefoot with Jesus—to feel the sacred ground of our lives
with God?
Might we come before him ‘barefoot’ in our frailties, yet alive in the wonder of our
humanity—made in his image—ready and willing to live as the people of God he has
created us to be—fraternally, lovingly, caringly; generous, forgiving and hopeful.
May Jesus, the barefooted child of the living God, fill you and your loved ones with
abundant joy and peace. Happy Christmas!

